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SUBJECT: NIGERIAN VIEWS ON OAU SUMMIT MEETING ON ANGOLA 

1 . MEA PERSEC SANUSI AND I HAD LENGTHY DISCUSSION THIS 
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ADDIS SUMMIT. 

2. IN RESPONSE TO MY PRESENTATION OF US ANALYSIS AND POLICY. 

SANUSI REITERATED FMG CONCERN OVER ROLE THAT SOUTH AFRICAN 
INVOLVEMENT WOULD PLAY IN UPCOMING OAU DISCUSSIONS. SOUTH 
AFRICA'S INVOLVEMENT HAD BEEN "AN INCREDIBLE BLUNDER." 
OVERNIGHT IT HAD FORCED A RADICAL CHANGE ON AFRICAN ATTITUDES 
ON THE ANGOLAN PROBLEM AND ON AFRICAN ABILITY TO 

DO ANYTHING ABOUT SOVIET/CUBAN INTERFERENCE. DESPITE FMG 
DISAPPOINTMENT WITH US INABILITY TO RESPOND MORE EFFECTIVELY 
TO DATE, THE FMG CONTINUED TO REGARD US INFLUENCE ON SOUTH 
AFRICA AS A POTENTIALLY DETERMINATIVE FACTOR IN PRODUCING 
CONDITIONS THAT MIGHT LEAD TO A CEASE-FIRE AND NEGOTIATIONS. 

3. THE FMG BELIEVED IT WAS URGENTLY NECESSARY THAT SOUTH 
AFRICA STATE ITS INTENTIONS NOW, BEFORE THE OAU MEETING. THE 
ONLY THING THAT WOULD REALLY IMPRESS THE OAU, HOWEVER, WOULD 
BE ACTUAL PROOF OF SOUTH AFRICAN WILLINGNESS TO WITHDRAW. 

4. FMG DOES NOT VIEW SOUTH AFRICAN ROLE IN SAME LIGHT AS 
SOVIET, CUBAN, OR ZAIROIS. SOUTH AFRICANS WERE NOT INVITED 
INTO ANGOLA. SAVIMBI AND HOLDEN DENY THEY REQUESTED SOUTH 
AFRICAN INTERVENTION. BY CONTRAST, ZAIROIS TROOPS (WHETHER 
ORIGINALLY FROM ANGOLA OR NOT) WERE ASKED FOR BY HOLDEN, AND 
MPLA ASKED FOR THE SOVIETS AND CUBANS. THIS DIFFERENCE WILL 
FEATURE PROMINENTLY IN OAU DISCUSSIONS. A SOUTH AFRICAN 
PROMISE TO WITHDRAW IF OTHERS DO THE SAME IS NOT EXPECTED TO 
DRAW MUCH WATER. 

5. SANUSI WOULD NOT BE DRAWN OUT ON RESULTS FMG ANTICIPATED 
FROM OAU MEETING, ON WHETHER OR NOT THE THREE FACTIONS WOULD 
ATTEND OR ON WHETHER NIGERIAN HEAD OF STATE WOULD BE THERE. HE 
REPEATED FMG BELIEF THAT OAU SHOULD NOT DISCUSS ANGOLAN FUTURE 
WITHOUT ALL THREE GROUPS PARTICIPATING. AS FOR MURTALA'S 
ATTENDANCE, HE SAID GARBA WOULD MAKE THAT DECISION FROM ADDIS. 

6. COMMENT: THERE MAY BE LOGIC IN FMG ARGUMENT DIFFERENTIATING 
SOUTH AFRICAN ROLE FROM THAT OF OTHERS. BUT IF ULTIMATE 
OBJECTIVE OF FMG POLICY IS A GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL UNITY, AS 
PUBLICLY CLAIMED, WHAT DIFFERENCE SHOULD IT MAKE WHO 
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WITHDRAWS FIRST PROVIDED THEY ALL GET OUT? 
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